
Mt. Holly Springs Borough Council 
Meeting Minutes- October 14, 2019 

 
Call to Order – Mr. Collins called the October meeting of the Borough Council to 
order at 7:00pm and led the Pledge of Allegiance.    

 
Attendance– The following members of the Borough Council were present; James 
Collins II, Katie Daniels, Sherry Boyles, Cathy Neff, Gay Bowman, Lois Stoner, and 
Cindy Goshorn. Also present; Leroy “Cork” Shildt, Mayor; Mark Allshouse, Borough 
Solicitor; Thomas Day, Police Chief/ Borough Manager; and Sara Jarrett-Eaton, 
Borough Secretary/ Treasurer.   
 
Approval of September Bill List and Payment- Ms. Daniels motioned for the 
approval for the payment of bills. It was seconded by Mrs. Boyles. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

Approval of Minutes –   The minutes of the Borough Council meeting on 
September 26, 2019 were approved as presented. The motion was made by Mrs. 
Boyles and seconded by Mrs. Stoner. The motion passed unanimously.   
 
 
Citizens to be Heard -    
Name: Pam Still 
Address: 18 South Baltimore Avenue 
Comments: Ms. Still thanked the borough for the $65,000.00 grant for Trine Park. 
She gave her opinion on the proposed changes and the potential the enhancements 
would have for revenue. 
 
Name: Pam Still and Carmen James 
Address: Community Heart and Soul Project 
Comments: Ms. Still explained to council her involvement and the importance of the 
Community Heart and Soul Project. She discussed the past efforts within the same 
initiative and briefly described what could be possible in the future.  
Ms. James invited council and members of the audience to a free dinner on 
November 9, 2019. The event is to help citizens prioritize wants within the 
community. She encouraged interested people to RSVP.  
 
Name: Carmen James 
Address: 82 Mountain Street  
Comments: Ms. James provided council with an update on the status of the 
ownership of the Mt. Tabor Church. She reported that the owner has been identified 
and they are prepared to sell the church to the borough for $1.00. The paperwork is 
being prepared.  



 
Name: Jason Kennedy  
Address: 38 Mill Street  
Comments: Mr. Kennedy addressed council regarding the proposed budget and the 
reserve funds. He mentioned the committee meeting discussion regarding the 
budget and shared concern for senior citizens’ ability to afford a tax increase. Mr. 
Kennedy asked if the borough had a target amount for the reserve to have. Chief 
Day offered clarification on what reserve money would be used for. Chief Day 
offered insight on the budget shortfall and the idea of pulling the budget deficient 
from the reserve. Mr. Kennedy asked if there was any information regarding the 
Keystone Hemp Solution Business located within the borough.  
 
Name: Connie VanMeter  
Address: 23 Park Street  
Comments: Ms. VanMeter addressed council regarding a neighbor who received a 
letter from the borough. The letter was addressed a car with expired tags on her 
neighbor’s property. Ms. VanMeter thought that the neighbor deserved a break and 
an opportunity to explain the situation. She stated that she found several other 
vehicles throughout the borough that also had expired tags. Chief Day addressed 
the neighbor who was present in the audience and stated that he spoke to him 
earlier that week. Chief Day said that the borough would not take action as the 
neighbor kept in contact wit the borough regarding his car’s repair.  
 
Solicitor’s Report- Mr. Allshouse had nothing new to report. He told council that he 
would not be present at the meeting on November 4, 2019 and anything that was 
needed for that meeting from him should be sent before November 1, 2019.  

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mayor’s Report- Mayor Shildt reported on the police statistics from the previous  
month.  
Committee Reports– The following reports were discussed;  
 

  Borough Manager’s Report- Chief Day reported to council about the 
$65,000.00 grant for Trine Park improvements.  
Mrs. Boyles made a motion to allocate $20,000.00 in matching funds towards 
the DCED grant for the Trine Park improvements. The motion was seconded 
by Mrs. Goshorn. Mrs. Neff asked if the extra $8,000.00 in matching funds will 
come from Parks and Recreation budget? Ms. Daniels asked if the project 
could be scaled back to avoid spending the extra $8,000.00. She shared her 
thoughts on Trine Park and the potential improvements. She also suggested 
that the borough work on the issues with mosquitoes at Tichy Park. Jason 
Kennedy of 38 Mill Street asked what the $8,000.00 in extra matching funds 



will cover and if it will come out of the next year’s budget. Ms. Still of 18 
South Baltimore Avenue suggested the trade school help with the 
construction of the picnic tables. Mr. Toner asked how much in-kind work 
could be contributed. Chief Day replied that in-kind work is not accepted for 
this particular grant. The motion passed by unanimous vote.  
 
Mrs. Boyles made a motion to accept the DCED grant for the Trine Park 
improvements in the amount of $65,000.00. The motion was seconded by Ms. 
Daniels and passed by unanimous vote. Members of the audience asked 
questions regarding some of the specifics of the improvements.  
 
Chief Day reported that the Public Works Department pulled the storm drain 
grates off and cleaned out the drain boxes.  
 
Ms. Daniels followed up with Chief Day regarding a spreadsheet she 
developed to help organize  information on the ongoing projects and 
purchases. She provided her perspective on the listed items. Chief Day offered 
examples and offered explanation to some of Ms. Daniels questions. Chief Day 
discussed ongoing potential projects and the matching contributions required 
in relation to the reserve account. Mayor Shildt, audience members, council 
members, and Chief Day engaged in conversation regarding ongoing issues 
and future expenses. Connie VanMeter offered concern for dips on East Pine 
Street and asked about future improvements. Chief Day explained a 
submitted grant application for improvements to East Pine Street. Bob Otto of 
5 Mooreland Avenue offered his opinion on the issues with the water in 
Liberty Woods.  
   

Health, Safety, and Welfare- This report was covered under the 
Borough Manager’s report. 

 
 

Administrative, Finance, and Budget– Mrs. Boyles made a motion to 
open a bank account to house the grant and matching funds for the 
DCED grant for Trine Park improvements. The motion was seconded by 
Mrs. Stoner and passed by unanimous vote.  
 
Public Works- This report was covered under the Borough Manager’s 
report.  
 
Zoning/ Codes Officer– The Zoning Officer’s report was included in the 
council packet for member’s review. Chief Day reported that there are 
no regulations on medical marijuana growing in our municipality. The 
municipality must set their own regulations on storage and operation.  
 



 

Planning and Zoning Board– Ms. Daniels made a motion to reject the 
subdivision plan for 236-238 North Baltimore Avenue submitted by ATAK 
because no letter of extension was received prior to the meeting. The motion 
seconded by Mrs. Boyles and passed by unanimous vote.  
Ms. Daniels reported that there was no new information on the Flohr plan to 
report. 
Ms. Daniels reported to council that the borough is unable to accept any more 
new building permits.  buildings due to a hold that has been placed by the 
Department of Environmental Protection. The hold was placed due to an 
overage of intake at the wastewater treatment plant.  
Ms. Daniels thanked the Borough Secretary for making updates to the 
borough website. She inquired when the new SALDO documents would be up 
on the website. Ms. Jarrett responded that she and the borough codes and 
zoning officer will be working on a fillable form. 
Ms. Daniels discussed the fee schedule and the potential addition of an 
escrow intended for engineering fees for subdivision plans. Ms. Daniels asked 
Chief Day to review the previous engineering bills for subdivision applications 
and provide a median figure to the Planning Commission for their 
consideration. 
 

WCOG Report– Ms. Daniels reported on a roadway class that is looking for 
participants, a potential reduction in membership fees at the WCOG, and 
information about codification from a neighboring municipality.  
 

 
Park and Recreation- Mrs. Neff reported that the Halloween Parade will be on 
Wednesday, October 23, 2019.  

 
 
Any Other Business to Come Before Council: Jason Kennedy of 38 Mill Street 
asked how we fund the reserve account. Mr. Collins responded that it is funded 
through unspent money or surplus.  
 
Ms. Daniels reported that Mt. Holly Springs Elementary Trunk-or-Treat event and  
will be hosted on October 29, 2019 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. If the borough is interested 
in participating, they are asked to register with the principal at the school.  
 
Budget Discussion: 
 
Council members were asked if there were any places in the budget to cut. 
Mrs. Neff addressed the inmate meal line items. Members of the audience, Chief Day, 
and council members discussed the reason for that line item. 



Mr. Collins explained how the budget is calculated and reasons for the increase in 
the budget like employee wages and the pension fund.  
Chief Day discussed past cuts to the budget that have not been returned to 
particular line items. He raised the question of where to cut but still keep the same 
level of services.  
Jason Kennedy asked if eliminating pensions or changing the pension plan to save 
on cost. Chief Day discussed some reasons for the specific pension plan we have and 
the benefits of it for the borough.  
Ms. Daniels addressed specific line items and Chief Day explained the purpose of 
those line items.  
Council members, Mayor Shildt, and Chief Day discussed where the $39,000.00 
deficit could be made up and the option of how to come up with the money. They 
also discussed local municipal tax rates and how the Mount Holly Springs tax rates 
compare to neighboring municipalities. They also discussed when the last tax 
increase occurred and how much of an increase is needed to combat the budget 
deficit.  
 
Mrs. Stoner made a motion to make up the budget deficit with a tax increase of .003 
in the real estate tax. This increase will take the real estate tax rate to 2.6 mils for the 
year 2020. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Boyles. Council members discussed the 
options for future tax rates. Mrs. Goshorn stated that there was a lot of money in the 
reserve and asked what it would be for. Jason Kennedy stated that the tax increase 
would not make up the total deficit. He asked where the remaining deficit amount 
would come from. Mr. Collins stated that the remaining deficit would come from the 
reserve. The motion passed by majority vote with Mrs. Neff opposed.  
 
Mr. Collins told council members that he would like to meet on October 31, 2019, 
which was previously canceled. Mr. Collins told council members that he would be in 
council chambers at the meeting time. 
 
Ms. Daniels made a motion to advertise the 2020 budget for public inspection. The 
motion was seconded by Mrs. Boyles and passed by unanimous vote.  
 
Adjourn – Mrs. Boyles made a motion to adjourn that was seconded by Mrs. Stoner. 
The motion passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:57 p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Sara E. Jarrett - Eaton 



Borough Secretary/ Treasurer 


