
Mt. Holly Springs Planning Commission 

Meeting Minutes – March 21, 2016 

I. Call to order 

Steve Blair called to order the regular meeting of the Mount Holly Springs Planning Commission at 

7:01 p.m. on March 21, 2016 at the Borough Office. 

II. Roll call 

The following persons were present: Steve Blair, Pam Still, Merle Barclay, Katie Daniels, MHS 

Solicitor Mark Allshouse, Steve Hoffman representing the Cumberland County Planning Commission, 

and MHS Zoning Officer Joe Andreatti. Also present were Downtown Program Services and 

Communications Manager Rebecca Yearick, Borough Council Member Ed Kendall, and Mayor Boise. 

III. Approval of minutes from last meeting 

Katie Daniels motioned to accept the minutes from the February meeting. Merl Barclay seconded the 

motion. The minutes were approved as submitted by Pam Still. 

IV. Items of Discussion 

1) Zoning Ordinances – Steve Hoffman reviewed changes made based on last meeting and general 

review, including: 

a) Excluding lifestock uses (clerical error) 

b) Removed automobile garages from permitted use in R1, RL, and R2. These commercial garages 

are NOT permitted by right in these zones. The committee discussed this use since two such 

garages exist. “Non-Conforming use” would mean these two garages can continue to exist. 

c) Potential new business venture for vacant lot at corner of Harmon and Baltimore avenue 

d) Parking for small vs. large retail locations. Commission discussed best way to determine 

appropriate number of parking spaces – interested in the business owner justifying any variance 

to the zoning ordinance; business owner would look at another, similar retail space and provide 

justification (vs. simple square footage.  

ACTION ITEM: Business owners would use the Parking Reduction Form, which is reviewed 

and approved by the Zoning Officer. Anyone could appeal the determination, but the process 

would ensure the determination is not arbitrary. (Fee only applies if the determination is 

appealed.)  

e) Floodplain Management (Joe Andreatti): Joe attended this session and made several suggestions 

for changes, including no use of fill at all in the floodplain, the need to add a non-conversion 

statement regarding use of enclosed (living) space that must be attached to a deed, the size 

reduction of accessories structures (200 sq ft max), and fencing should have a breakaway section 



and no privacy fencing is permitted in a floodplain.  

ACTION ITEM: Steve Blair asked Steve Hoffman to make the changes suggested by Joe 

Andreatti. Steve Hoffman will find definitions of breakaway fencing; Joe Andreatti will ask 

HRG for general recommendations. 

2) Rebecca Yearick introduced the Overlay District Concept. Ms. Yearick provided extensive handouts 

and discussed benefits of designating a section or sections of the Borough as Overlay Districts: 

a) Availability of grants for commercial façade improvements (must have a visual impact), which 

are available to businesses and any residential building with five or more units. 

b) Residential buildings with fewer than five units would be eligible for grants under USDA, which 

are for 65 or older, with income restrictions.  

c) “Good contagious” effect of these improvements. 

d) Mechanicsburg’s About Face! project has had a huge impact for businesses. 

e) Additional ordinances apply in an overlay district (paint color etc. when receiving money to 

paint façade or type of shutters if replacing or adding shutters, etc.). 

f) Tax credits are offered. 

g) Requires application and approval for grant money – “Before” and “After” must be evident 

(visual impact) for appropriate use of federal dollars. 

ACTION ITEM: Commission asked Ms. Yearick to continue researching opportunities but to wait 

until current Revitalization project and zoning updates are approved and presented to the public before 

launching the Overlay District concept. 

1) There was no Liaison report from Pam Still. 

V. Adjournment 

Steve Blair adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m. (Motion by Katie Daniels, seconded by Pam Still.) 

Minutes submitted by: Katie Daniels 

Minutes approved by:  Pam Still, Second by Merle Barclay 


