
Mt. Holly Springs Planning Commission 

Meeting Minutes – August 22, 2016 

I. Call to order 

Steve Blair called to order the regular meeting of the Mount Holly Springs Planning Commission at 

7:03 p.m. on August 22, 2016August 22, 2016 at the Borough Office. 

II. Roll call 

The following persons were present: Steve Blair, Pam Still, Merle Barclay, MHS Solicitor Mark 

Allshouse, Kirk Stoner, Cumberland County Planning Commission, and MHS Zoning Officer Joe 

Andreatti. Also present for the meeting was Jim Collins.  

Pam Still motioned to accept the minutes from the June 27, 2016 meeting. Merle Barclay seconded the 

motion. The minutes were approved as submitted. 

III. New Business 

Doug Brehm from Brehm Engineering submitted plans for a subdivision approval.  This is for the 

transfer of land from Carlisle Area School District to Mount Holly Springs Borough.  Brehm 

Engineering requested waivers for Preliminary Plan Requirements and for the Wetlands Determination 

and Certification.  The property is adjacent to the current Borough Office property and is not in a 

wetland area.  Kirk Stoner from Cumberland County Planning said the waivers were acceptable to the 

county.  He did request that the date of the ordinances and parking calculations be included on the plans.  

HRG found the waivers acceptable but also wanted signatures and affidavit of ownership, and a PADEP 

Form B non-building waiver.     

J. Andreatti, Codes Officer, questioned the impervious area, which will be greater than allowed in R-1 

zoning (50%).  The current impervious area is 73% and would still be 53% with the additional land.  Joe 

suggested that the new ordinance be revised to allow municipal uses up to 80% impervious area. 

A long and detailed conversation ensued regarding allowable impervious area for Municipal Uses and 

Essential Services.  Solicitor Mark Allshouse said there is usually some provision to allow non-

conforming expansion.  One option is to make an exception for Municipal and essential Services in each 

zone.  Jim Collins asked if there was a way to cover it this in a single ordinance.  Mark responded that it 

is possible, but Municipal uses and Essential Services need to be defined.   

Doug Brehm asked if the plan could be approved with the condition/provision to preserve the higher 

percentage impervious area and allow for planned 5 bay garage/storage shed.  Mark Allshouse 

responded that it could be approved, provided the final impervious area does not exceed the current non-

conformity.  The pending ordinances would need to be waived.  If the building is added to the current 

plan, then the Zoning Board would need to be involved in the approval.  Further discussion yielded a 

consensus that the impervious area allowance needs to be increased for Municipal Uses and Essential 



Services.  There was also a consensus that the plan should stay as only a subdivision plan and the 

comments should be addressed. 

Merle Barclay made a motion to approve the request for a waiver of the Preliminary Plan Requirements.  

Motion was seconded by Pam Still and unanimously approved.  

Merle Barclay made a motion to approve the request for a waiver of the Conservation and Wetlands 

Certification.  Motion was seconded by Pam Still and unanimously approved. 

Merle Barclay made a motion to approve the plan with the condition that a Deed of Consolidation be 

included and all county and HRG comments be satisfied.  Motion was seconded by Pam Still and 

unanimously approved. 

There was more discussion of how to best address the impervious area issue.  Merle Barclay made a 

motion to add a section to Article 11, General Requirements, that exempts Municipal Uses and Essential 

Services from the Lot Size and Impervious Area requirements.  Also, definitions of Municipal Uses and 

Essential services must be added to the pending ordinances.  Motion was seconded by Pam Still and 

unanimously approved.  Kirk Stoner will add the exemption in the appropriate place and format.  He 

will also add the definitions. 

IV. Old Business 

There was some discussion about the process and timetable to approve the pending ordinances.  

Borough Council would like to complete the process by the end of the year.  Mark Allshouse 

explained that after Kirk Stoner adds the exemption and definitions, Borough Council needs to 

approve the current version for advertisement of a public hearing.  Then posting and advertisement can 

begin.  There must be at least 30 days between the advertisement and the hearing date.  The expected 

timeline is for Council to approve for advertising at the September meeting and the public hearing to 

be held in November.   

 

V. Other Business 

Jim Collins asked if any names of potential members had been received by the Planning 

Commission.  Steve Blair replied that none had been received.   

 

VI. Liaison Report 

Pam Still presented the Memorandum of Understanding regarding the review and approval of 

plans.  The memo is dated July 27, 2016.  The general intent of the memo is that Planning 

Commission members are the experts on the matters pertaining to the Subdivision and Land 

Development Ordinance (SALDO) and the Zoning Ordinance.  Therefore, Council desires that 



actions regarding those issues be completed before plans are sent to Council for approval.  

Generally, only minor corrections and/or notes (such as signatures, seals, dates, etc) would be 

incomplete when plans are submitted to Council. 

Pam Still brought up a discrepancy on the land development plan submitted by Richard Gobin.  

The plan was recorded on July 25, 2016, but was not approved until July 28, 2016.  The plan was 

approved at the June 27, 2016 meeting.  There was not a quorum at the July 25, 2016 Planning 

Commission meeting.  The date will be corrected. 

Heath Goodyear has resigned from the Planning commission due to work relocation out-of-state.  

Borough Council has accepted his resignation.  Ed Kendall had said that he has names of some 

persons interested in serving on the Planning Commission. 

 

Mark Allshouse suggested that, after all of the issues discussed during the meeting, perhaps the 

public had comments or questions.  One question was how the pending ordinances limits the 

ability to remodel.  If the ordinances are too restrictive for the small lots, people may not find 

Mount Holly Springs to be a desirable place to purchase a house.  Joe Andreatti and Mark 

Allshouse responded that current non-conforming properties are grandfathered, but any new 

expansions must meet the new ordinances or obtain a variance.  Remodeling without expansion 

would not be a problem.  If the house were destroyed by fire, it could be rebuilt to the original 

size.  Some of the impervious area requirements have actually been increased, but it is important 

to minimize runoff water and reduce the effort/cost of cleaning up runoff. 

A question was asked about how the public would be notified about the pending ordinances.  

There will be copies of the pending ordinances at the Borough office, Amelia Givin Library, 

county library, and on the Borough website.  Notice of the public hearing will be advertised in the 

newspaper.  There will be signs at the railroad overpass and on telephone poles in the various 

zones. 

Another question was how the ordinances will be enforced and fines applied.  Joe Andreatti, Codes 

Enforcement Officer replied that current nonconformities are not affected.  If a new nonconformity is 

found, a notice will be sent to the property owner.  The notice will include what corrections are 

required and a deadline to comply.  If the owner responds with a request for more time to comply, Joe 

will work with the owner to adjust the deadline.  The subject of swimming pools was brought up 

during this discussion and Mark Allshouse stated that pools are covered by state regulations dating 

back to the 1970s. 

Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn made by Pam Still. Seconded by Merle Barclay.  Meeting adjourned at 8:50pm. 

Minutes submitted by:  Merle Barclay 


